STOP PRESS
The Belfast & County Down Railway Museum Trust will be the only Heritage Railway in Ireland to operate on track laid to the Standard British and International gauge of 4’ 81/2” rather than the Irish gauge of 5’ 3”.

PLANNING APPLICATION

Discussions have been held with the Planning Department, and a Planning Application will be lodged for the section of the line between Ballynahinch Junction and Creevyargon Halt before the end of October 2011.   This will be the first phase in the reinstatement of the 31/2 mile long  Ballynahinch branch line.   
One of our members who owns the first portion of the branch line beyond the ‘Junction has been assisting us in negotiations with the owners of the rest of the branch, and, subject to planning approval being granted, the acquisition and laying of track will be commenced as soon as possible thereafter.

Contact has also been made with the consultants who are working with the Roads Service on the route and development of the proposed Ballynahinch Bypass, as this new road will need to cross the railway at least once on the approach to Ballynahinch town.

The first task to be undertaken by the Trust will be the clearing and cleaning of the track-bed, the removal of shrubs and trees that have grown on the line since it was closed in order to prepare it for the laying of ballast to accept the sleepers and rails.   If anyone would have, or could secure the use of a JCB or other machinery that would be suitable to make this task easier, it would be very a considerable help, and would be very much appreciated.

It will also be necessary to look at the drainage along each side of the track-bed, as many of the drains and water flows may have become blocked over the years, and will undoubtedly need attention.

Please contact us as soon as possible if there is any way that you can possibly offer assistance, and it need not only be in relation to the manual labour involved.   Details of how you can contact us are given below..

Decision on Track Gauge

The decision to construct the line to Ballynahinch using the British and European track gauge of 4’ 81/2” rather than the Irish gauge of 5’ 3”, was ratified by the present committee after lengthy discussion, and a lot of soul searching.   It may appear to be a strange decision, but in actual fact it makes a lot of sense.   The decision was eventually agreed for the following reasons:

1. Following the developments that have taken place on the Irish railway networks over recent years there is very little vintage material left, and certainly nothing by way of locomotives or rolling stock that would be authentic Belfast & County Down Railway.

2. By choosing the International track gauge we would not be competing with any of the other Irish preservation groups for anything that may surface in the future, whilst there is a considerably wider range of suitable locomotives and rolling stock available on the UK mainland.

3. The decision will enable us to be the only preserved railway in Ireland to have the capability to operate some of the better-known steam locomotives from the UK mainland, a fact that will give us a considerable marketing advantage, as we will have the only line in Ireland where such engines will be able to operate, and be seen by the general public.

4. One of the principal arguments against the change of track gauge was the cost of importing track, materials, and rolling stock.   It was eventually agreed that only sleepers would need to be imported, as rails should be available locally from Irish Rail or N.I.R. as they undertake track renewals.   It was considered that the extra costs involved in transportation would be more than offset by the greater numbers of visitors that could be attracted.

Since the decision on track gauge was taken the Trust has received an offer of a number of items of rolling stock, and has been offered the opportunity to purchase a number of steam locomotives that would be suitable for operating our line. 

One of our members on the UK mainland is currently attempting to secure some track materials on our behalf, so now it all comes down to fund raising so that we can take up whatever offers we receive.   Let us have your ideas, and why not come along and lend us a hand.   It’s now a case of all hands to the pumps!!!

Special Offer to Mainland Enthusiasts
As this will be the only Heritage Railway in Ireland to operate on 4’ 81/2” track gauge, and will therefore be the only line with the capability of operating locomotives and rolling stock from the UK mainland, we believe that many English, Welsh, and Scottish enthusiasts may be interested in helping us with its development.
For that reason we are offering mainland enthusiasts an opportunity to join us at a specially reduced Membership Fee, and to become involved in the development of this new Working Steam Railway.   A special Membership Form can be found below, and we would appeal to all interested enthusiasts to please print a copy of the form, and join with us as soon as possible.
Should you wish to contact the Trust you can do so in any of the following ways:-



E-mail:
countydownrailway@yahoo.co.uk


Telephone:
Freephone 0800 980 1242


By Post:
The B.& C.D.R. Museum Trust,





9 Kilbright Road,





Carrowdore,





NEWT
OWNARDS,





Co. Down, BT22 2HQ.
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B.C.D.R.
The Belfast & County Down Railway Museum Trust
UK MAINLAND - MEMBERSHIP FORM

I wish to apply for membership of the Belfast & County Down Railway Museum Trust as indicated below :-
1.
Adult      £7:50.



2.  Child (Under 14)
£  5.00.
3.
Retirement      £  5:00.

Cheques etc., should be made payable to 
"THE BELFAST & COUNTY DOWN RAILWAY MUSEUM TRUST" 
and should be Crossed "A/C PAYEE ONLY".
When completed, this form together with your remittance should be forwarded to :-





The Membership Secretary,





The B.& C.D.R. Museum Trust,





9 Abbey Gardens,





Millisle,



Co. Down, BT22 2DJ.
Memberships are renewable from 1st January each year.
Memberships taken out now will be valid until 31st December, 2012.
The Trust is an Associate Member of the Northern Ireland Museums Council

�








Name:______________________________________________________________________


Address:____________________________________________________________________


___________________________________________________________________________


___________________________________________________________________________


Post Code:_______________________    Tel:_______________________________________


E-Mail:______________________________________________________________________


Type of Membership:______________________________________  £__________:_______.














